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WASHINGTON -- The Concord Coalition today honored U.S. Rep. John                Olver (D-First District) for his work to reduce the federal deficit                during the second session of the 104th Congress, naming the Congressman                to the organization's 1996 Honor Roll and presenting him with the                1996 Deficit Hawk award.              

 "I am honored that the Concord Coalition has recognized me                for my work to reduce the federal deficit," Olver said. "I                support a balanced budget, and although many of the decisions Congress                faces are difficult, I am proud to be helping to put our nation                on the right fiscal path."              

 "This is not a question of Republican or Democrat. This is                a question of doing what is right for us and our children,"                Olver said. "I have made the fiscally responsible decision                -- the tough choices that will result in positive change."              

 "The Concord Coalition is one of the most respected organizations                in the nation," Olver said. "This recognition is a clear                sign that I am making the right choices in my quest to balance the                federal budget."              

 At a ceremony this morning, the Concord Coalition recognized Olver                for making "the tough choices that are required to put our                government's budget on a path to balance for 1997 and beyond."              

 The Concord Coalition is a non-partisan grassroots organization                that advocates deficit reduction, a balanced budget, and fiscal                responsibility.

 The Concord Coalition awarded Olver an 87 percent for his 1996                votes, recognizing him for courageous votes like those he cast to                eliminate industry subsidies, to support the Blue Dog budget compromise,                and to reduce or eliminate spending on overpriced, unnecessary federal                projects.             
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